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Amidvideos & claims, ECsays
repolling if charges found true

ENS &PTI

S +FESTIVALOF DEMOCRACYINCITY OF JOY
ASPOLLING forthephase2As- [T e b a
semblyelectionsculminatedin Mg B i WYL /4 f

West Bengal on Wednesday, the -

Election Commission said it
will order repoll in booths
where allegations of EVM tam-
pering are found to be true. As-
serting that the poll panelhasa
“zerotolerance” policy against
such offences, West Bengal'’s
Chief Electoral Officer (CEQ)
Manoj Agarwal said Wednes-
day thatarepoll will be ordered
only after the authorities exam-
ine reports from the district
election officer or election ob-
servers on allegations of tam-
pering with EVMs using tapes
or blot of ink in some polling
booths.

Agarwal’s statement came
following allegations by the
Bharatiya Janata Party that its
symbols on EVMs were
“covered with tape” or “ink” in
some polling booths.

Sharing a video on social
media platform X, BIPIT cell
chief Amit Malviya claimed
white tape had been placed on
the party’s symbol in booth
numbers 144 and 189 in the
Falta Assembly seat, and
sought a re-poll.While the EC
has not yet confirmed the auth-
enticity of the video shared by
Malviya, it said that ground re-
ports are being examined.

Reacting to the allegations
while speaking to the media
here, Agarwal said that prelim-
inary checks have not indicated
any tampering during the hand-
ling of machines by polling offi-
cials, including mock polls, ad-
ding that: “Wherever we got
tapes (on EVMs) or any form of
tampering with the EVMs, we
will conductarepoll. We will fol-
low a zero-tolerance policy.”

“If a large number of booths
in any assembly constituency
report such instances, we will
conduct a repoll in the entire
constituency. I do not have the
exact number (where allega-
tions were raised),” the CEQ
said.

1. Anarmoured vehicle makes its way pasta
queue of voters; 2. actor and BJP leader Mithun
Chakraborty; 3. actor and TMC MP Sayoni Ghosh;
4.CPI (M) leader Biman Bose; 5. actor Prosenijit
Chatterjee; 6. TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee; 7.
former India captain Sourav Ganguly; 8. TMC MP
Mahua Moitra, in Kolkata Wednesday. anispri



‘Such security could’ve saved
my husband’: At TMC vs ISF
ground zero, a sense Of rehef

Ravik Bhattacharya
& AtriMitra

Bhangar, April 29

TANJILA BIBI, accompanied
by her three-year-old daughter,
joins a long queue at a polling
booth at Katadanga Primary
School under Bhogali 2 gram
panchayat in Bhangar near Kol-
kata on Wednesday.

She says she is haunted by
theviolence thatrocked thearea
duringthe panchayat poll count-
ingonJuly11,2023, inwhich her
27-year-old husband Hassan
Mollah waskilled.

“OnlyIknowwhat [ havelost
in that election. Ten days after
my husband’sdeath, Igave birth
tomy third child. I have to bring
up my three children on my
own,” Tanjila tells The Indian
Express.

“ButIhavetovote in this As-
sembly election. T had also voted
inthe2024 Lok Sabha polls. But
thistime it seems to be different
—securityisunprecedented here
now, and so are the queues. If
such security had also been en-
sured in the 2023 panchayat
polls, I would not have lost my
husband,” she says, referring to
the massive deployment of the
Central Armed Police Force
(CAPT) personnel across the
Muslim-dominated Bhangar
Assembly constituencyinSouth
24 Parganas.

Hassan Mollah was among
three Indian Secular Front (ISF)
supporters who were killed in
the panchayat poll violence in
Bhangar, which has often seen
clashes between the activists of
the ISF and the incumbent Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) in re-
cent years. At least five people
were Killed in these clashes dur-
ing the 2023 panchayat polls.

Rise of ISF

TheISF, founded by the Fur-
fura Sharif sufi shrine's cleric
Peerzada Abbas Siddiqui, made
its debut in the 2021 Assembly
elections, contesting in an al-
liance with the Left Front and
Congress. While the Left and

Tanjina Bibi, who lost her husband during 2023 panchayat polls,
waits for her turn to vote in Bhangar on Wednesday. RAVIK BHATTACHARYA

Congress failed to open theirac-
counts, ISF chairman Naushad
Siddiqui, Abbas's younger
brother, won from Bhangar, de-
featingthe TMC's Rezaul Karim
by over 26,000 votes.

Infive yearssince, theISF has
expanded its footprint in some
districts, making its mark in
state politics. In the 2023 pan-
chayat polls swept by the TMC,
the ISF had put up a good show-
ing in several Muslim pockets
acrossthestate, winning43seats
in Bhangar. This time, the ISF
has an alliance with the Left,
with Naushad again contesting
from Bhangat, even as the TMC
has stepped up to wrest the seat
from him.

Shifting scene

During Wednesday's voting
forthe second phase of the West
Bengal Assembly polls, Bhangar
appeared to present a different
scenario. Barring an incident
where the central security per-
sonnel resorted tolathichargeto
disperse a mob, polling re-
mained peaceful amid a huge
deployment of the CAPF and
Kolkata police.

“Many ofus, mostly women,
usually don't vote fearing viol-
ence. Every year, we hear crude
bombs being lobbed in the area
fromthe polleve that gets worse
onpollingday. But not this time.
Police and central forces were

everywhere. So we all went to
the booth and voted. This time,
voting was also important be-
cause of SIR (Special Intensive
Revision) of electoral rolls,” says
Lalbanu Bibi, the 81-year-old
grandmother of Hassan.

Tanjila says their family has
been grappling with various
problems, “Bhaijan (Naushad
Siddiqui) helps us. But we are
happy that in thiselection there
have been no reports of any
casualties,"she adds.

The CPI(ML)-Mass Line's
candidate Mirza Hassan says,
"Now, no one would be able to
blame any poll rigging or mis-
conduct. Everyone, including
myself, thought that conducting
a free and fair election in Bhan-
gar was impossible. They have
been proved wrong.”Earlier in
the day, Naushad visited two
pollingbooths in Pranganj. TMC
workers raised “Jai Bangla” slo-
gansastheychargedathim. The
central security personnel had
to use batons to disperse them.

“Irequested the central force
tointervene when TMC workers
abused me while [ was getting
into my car... TMC is absolutely
rattled. People could not vote in
the 2023 panchayat elections
and the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.
And now when they are finally
voting, they will vote against
TMC and in our favour," claims
Naushad.



Message Beyond Elections

Kerala & TN, to Assam & Bengal, each of the four big states where voting has concluded is a perfect
example - via language, culture, politics - of India’s innate ability to live with differences

Uday Chandra

Amusingly, electoral outcomes in
eastern and southern states are far
less surprising to those who live in
them, than to those who interpret them,
from Delhi. The ongoing contests in
h Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Assam and Kerala
underscoreanuncomfortable truth:awide chasm persists
between how India’s politics and history are presented
in textbooks, and how they are lived and narrated, in
the east and south. The upshot is, a systematic failure,
to grasp the appeal of social democracy grounded in
distinctive vernacular forms of modernity.

Take West Bengal. The everyday idioms of politics,
visible in street theatre, poetry,songand govtcirculars
alike, are distinctly Bengali. Political authority is
performed through cultural fluency, as much as
grassroots organisation. Muslims, Christians and
Hindusquote Tagore, Nazrul or Michael Madhusudan,
with roughly equal fervour. Welfare is not merely
delivered, butnarrated, debated, and judged in Bengali.

Political speech straddles the apparently unbrid-
geable divide between ‘folk’ and ‘classical’, puzzling
those who struggle to grasp cadences of this lingua
franca spoken from the Himalayan foothills to the
Gangetic delta. Even as Santhali, Nepali, Odia, Urdu
and Bhojpuri flourish in their own right as sister
languages, those whom the English once dubbed
“upcountrymen”, are now recast as bohiragoto
(outsiders). Yet, Shah Rukh Khan is embraced today,
aslovingly as the kabuliwalla, in Tagore’s story.

Next, consider Tamil Nadu. The century-old
Dravidian movement has crafted arguably India’s
mostself-conscious vernacular public sphere. Political
speeches, cinematic dialogues, legislative debates,
and welfare rhetoric circulate with remarkable
coherence between spoken and written Tamil.
Similarly, leaders such as CN Annadurai or Karunanidhi
moved effortlessly between Sangam classicism and
street-corner repartee.

Tamil social democracy, which encompasses midday
meals, canteens and libraries, as well as caste-based
reservations, is neither an abstract, nor an imported
ideology. Its vernacular common sense islived, articulated,
and defended, across caste and class divides, in Tamil.

ItistrueEnglish circulates among urban professional
classes and Hindi is spoken by the growing north
Indian migrant population in this highly industrialised
state. Yet, it is Tamil that anchors political legitimacy
in ways that flummox non-Tamil speakers. ‘Identity

politics” simply fails to see how language becomes
durable, social infra.

Similarly, Kerala’s social democracy is often reduced
to cliches about high literacy and communist ideology.
What goes unnoticed is that this literacy is overwhel-
mingly in Malayalam, producing an electorate that
consumes politics as text, not spectacle. Newspapers,
political pamphlets, and trade union literature circulate,
within a dense Malayalam public sphere in which
politics is argued over, endlessly, at toddy shops, reading
rooms and party meetings.

Malayalis do not rely on ‘national’ news anchors to

make sense of budgets, policies and manifestos. Their
legendary scepticism, hostile to rhetorical excess, is
thoroughly homegrown, yet, deeply cosmopolitan.
When votes flip between CPM and Congress, every five
years, they strengthen a shared vernacular grammar
of social democracy.

This embedded political literacy is shaped as much
by internal debates, as by Kerala's long engagement
with the wider world — from the rest of the Indian
subcontinent to Arabian Sea littorals. And remains
largely unintelligible to those who insist on reading
itfrom afar.

Finally, in Assam, the language of social democracy

gives way to a more anxious vernacular politics of
who belongs and who is entitled to welfare. Idioms
of Axomiya politics hinge on indigeneity, mobility
and belonging. Each of these abstract nouns fails to
capture the textures of land, language and memory
that come alive in the songs of Bhupen Hazarika or
Zubeen Garg.

Axomiyas readily lapse into Bengali, Hindi or
English, and ethnic minorities dot the bazaars, villages
and campuses of Assam. Yet, Assamese is much more
than a medium of communication. It is a sharply
drawn line that separates the insider from the shadowy
bohiragoto (outsider).

If the Assam Accords sought to domesticate
subnationalism, as ethnoregionalism, National
Register of Citizens threatened to remake India’s
citizenship laws. ‘Region’ and ‘nation’ thus exist in
a tight, yet uneasy, embrace. Neither ‘secularism’
nor ‘communalism’ can explain why nine-tenths of
excluded persons in NRC were Hindu, or why BJP
state govt acts as a patron of Assamese Muslims.
To read Assam, as just another theatre for national
politics, would be profoundly wrongheaded.

Irrespective of who wins orloses, this past month
of jockeying for power and patronage taught us
two big lessons. First, India’s ‘nation’ is a crowded
argument among many. In Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Assam, as political theorist Partha
Chatterjee argues inanew book, India is continually
re-imagined through languages that carry their own
histories, publics, and political common sense.

These regions don’t passively receive a singular
national narrative from New Delhi. Instead, they
interpretit, argue with it, and, when necessary, refuse
it. Onelanguage, creed or election ismuch toosimplistic

“ to accommmodate this heterogeneity Indeed, India’s
3 g federal unity endures by negotiating the many

vernacular ways of ‘being’—that make us Indian.

Second, the states that went to polls demonstrate
the varieties of social democracy around the country.
To be Indian is, above all, to possess a capacity to move
across states linguistically, culturally, and politically,
without fear. Plural notions of belonging define a
civilisational outlook. This is why Gandhi and Tagore
warned of the narrow walls and inward-looking
outlook that defined European nationhood.

The world may look to India as a test case for living
with difference - but this is integral to India’s federal
social democracy, capacious enough to let us belong in
more than one place, and in more than one language.
The writer is a political analyst



92.6% turnout in Ph 2 takes
Bengal total to record 92.9%

Surges Past 81.5%
Posted In 2021

Kaushik Pradhan
& Debashis Konar | TNN

Kolkata: Voter turnout in
142 constituencies that went
to polls in the second phase
of the assembly election on
Wednesday was 92.6% till
11pm, taking the overall tur-
nout across all 294 seats and
two phases of polling to a
whopping 92.9%.

The figure easily beat the
2021 turnout—adecent81.5%
—and was one of the highest
turnoutsfor an assembly poll
anywhere in India till date,
EC officials said. Bengal’s
best turnout before this elec-
tion came in 2011, when 84.3%
of voters went to the booths
to get the 34-year-old Left
Front govt out of office.

The overall turnout for
Bengal comes tantalisingly
closetothenationwide record
of 93.6% iIn Tripura’s 2013
poll. However, the Tripura
turnout was based on an ag-
gregate of EVM votes and
postal ballots, while the Beng-
al percentage is calculated on-

Photo: PTI

» Barely 50m separated
CM Mamata Banerjee

BJP challenger Suvendu
Adhikari in a narrow
Bhowanipore lane. Neither
acknowledged the other
nor exchanged a glance

» Mamata accuses central
forces and election observers
of unprecedented ‘atrocities’
targeting TMC functionaries
and supporters, says it kept
her ‘awake all night’

» In Gaighata, central
forces personnel allegedly

MAMATA, SUVEN_DU JUST 50M APART

Péo;jle wait in queue to vote in Kolkata

prevented several men
wearing lungis from entering
the booth and asked them to

return in trousers

> Sk Ibrahim, 104, initially
placed under adjudication
because of a ‘discrepancy’ and

later added, votes m

ly on EVM votes. “Highest
ever percentage of polling in
West Bengal since Indepen-
dence. Chunav ka parv, Pa-
schim Bengal ka garv,” CEC
Gyanesh Kumar said. The
overall women'’s turnout was
93.2% ,men’s91.7%, EC said.
The turnout ensured that
more votes were cast this ti-
me (6.3 crore) than in 2021(5.9
crore) despite SIR reducing
the size of theelectoratefrom
7.3crorein 2021to 6.8 crore.

»ContinuedonP 14

Modi: Proof of tide
turning for BJP

l_; xpressing confidence abo-
_ut BJP coming to office in
Bengal for the first time, PM
Modi said the record turnout
is the harbinger of change.
He predicted that NDA would
also retain Assam and Pudu-
cherry and spring a few sur-
prises in Kerala and TN. Mo-
di said the BJP-led alliance
was building on its Bihar tri-
umph somemonthsago. P14



Exit polls differ on WB, TN, give

AINRC-BJP
Likely To Retain
Puducherry

Times News NETWORK

xit polls on Wednesday
E agreed that the BJP-led
alliance would win As-
sam comfortably, the UDF wo-
uld unseat the LDF in Kerala
and the AINRC-BJP combine
would retain Puducherry but
disagreed on the outcome in
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.
The most startling predic-
tion was Axis My India’s pro-
jection of Tamil Nadubeinga
tight race between the Vijay-
led TVK (98-120 seats) and the
DMK alliance (92-110)-in that
order —with the AIADMK-led
NDAreducedtoanalsoranin
the 234-member House. The
other threeexit pollsbeingta-
ken intoaccount here all gave
the DMK-led coalition amajo-
rity, though a reduced one
from five yearsearlier.
On West Bengal, while Ax-

Assam to BJP, Kerala to COng

BLOCI(BUSTER DEBUT BY VIJAY’S TVICIN TN?

- EE 88-100 8391 82-94 85-95
§ § Cong+ 24-36 22-26 30-40 25-32
= Others 0-3 NA 1-5 6-12
” UDF 78-90 75-85 7179 70-75
E g LDF 49-62 55-65 62-69 60-65
= BIP+ 0-3 0-3 1-4 35
3 DMK+ 92-110 125-145 125-145 122-132
3 e 2223 65-80 65-85 87-100
= Rz 98-120 18-24 16-26 10-12
2 T™MC , 177187 118-138 125-140
G ~ Did not release

=3 E& Fiidings on 95-110 150-175 146-161
< Others vetsey 1-5 2:6 6-10

is MY India did not release its
findings on Wednesday and
some other well-known poll-
sters too preferred to wait for
another day, of the three polls
here, the one by PMarq projec-
ted BJP to most likely win a
majority in the 294-member
assembly and Matrize gave
the saffron party the edge tho-

ugh not amajority in a state it
hasnever won in the past. The
third poll, People’s Pulse, in
contrast, projected a decisive
TMC victory that would give
Mamata Banerjee a fourth
consecutive term of office.

All four exit polls sugges-
ted that the NDA waslikely to
win a two-thirds majority in

the 126-member Assam as-
sembly, which would also me-
an BJP for the first time win-
ning a majority on its own in
the northeastern state.

The Congress-led alliance
was projected to bag between
24 and 40 seats.

pContinued on P 14
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"As per expectations’: BJP on exit
polls tally; Cong rejects prediction

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: As several exit polls
on Wednesday predicted a
thumping victory for the NDA in
Assam, the ruling Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) said the projec-
tions were as per the party’s
expectations while the opposition
Congress said they don't reflect
the ground situation,

Polling for the 126-member
Assam assembly was held on
April 9. Pollsters Axis My India,
Peoples Pulse and Matrize pre-
dicted a comfortable for the BJP-
led NDA in Assam, forecasting
68 to 100 seats for the ruling alli-
ance and 22 to 36 seats for the
Congress and its partners.

Himanta Biswa Sarma

“The exit poll results
are as per our expecta-

tions and the wishes of

the people of Assam,”

Kishore Upadhyay, chief

spokesperson for BIP's
Assam unit, said. “It's a
pro-incumbency for the
policies followed by our
government in Assam
over the past 10 years.”

The BJP is seeking a third
straight term in the state.

Leader of the opposition in the
assembly Debabrata Saikia, how-
ever, rejected the exit polls pre-
dictions.

“The exit polls don't reflect the
ground situation in Assam. The
BJP has failed to fulfil most of
their promises like ending floods,
implementation of Assam
Accord etc. Also, there is
a large chunk of silent
voters in the state,” the
Congress leader said.

The Raijor Dal, an ally

of the Congress, also
JEASS.ANI rejected the projections

and sounded confident

of the alliance forming
the next government.
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We will win 180+ seats: DMK

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI: All three major players
in the Tamil Nadu assembly polls
— arch-rivals DMK and AIADMK,
and actor-politician Vijay-led TVK
— on Wednesday exuded confi-
dence of forming the next govern-
ment even as several exit polls pro-
jected a return of the DMK-led
government in the southern state,

The DMK said it will win over
180 seats in the 234-member
assembly, the AIADMK said peo-
ple have already “decided” on the
change of government, while the
TVK claimed Vijay will become
the next chief minister. Several
pollsters, including Peoples Pulse
and Matrize predicted a DMK win,
two exit polls— Axis My India and

(From left) MK Stalin; Edappadi K Palamswaml and Vljay

dicted an AIADMK win.

“In every exit polls, we
are winning and thisis a
conservative estimate. We
will win 180 plus seats,”
DMK spokesperson Sara-
vanan Annadurai saidina
social media post.

The AIADMK, however,
said people have already
“decided” on the change of
government in the April 23

decided,” party leader RM
Babu Murugavel was
quoted as saying by PTIL.
“We are very confident.”
TVK spokesperson Rad-
han Pandit rejected exit

TJA P?’HL polls. We arejt‘lst ignnring
NADU

these exit polls. I am sure
we are going to sweep this
election by above 170 or

above 140," Pandit was

quoted as saying by ANI.

“Our Vijay will become the chief
minister extraordinarily.”

Kamakhya Analytics—forecasta  assembly polls. “There is no confu-
hung assembly while JVC pre- sion as people have alread
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Sporadic clashes, EVM
tampering reported

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) on Wednesday
sought a report from poll authori-
ties in South 24 Parganas after
allegations surfaced that EVMsin
multiple booths of Falta assembly
constituency were tampered with
during the second phase of the
West Bengal assembly polls, while
sporadic clashes and tension were
reported from several constituen-
cies.

The BJP demanded a repoll in
Falta, alleging that TMC was
behind the tampering.

“In several polling booths, the
option to vote for the BJP has been

blocked using a tape, effec-
=N tively preventing voters
from exercising their
choice. This is the
so-called ‘Diamond Har-
bour Model, the same
template that helped
Mamata  Banerjee's
nephew Abhishek Baner-
jee secure his Lok Sabha
seat. We demand an
immediate repoll in all
affected booths in Falta where
such incidents have occurred,”
BJP IT cell chief Amit Malviya
wrote on X.
In his post, Malviya uploaded

ST
SAL

=

three videos in which the EVM of
Part170 (Harindanga High School)
was purportedly seen to have been
compromised. The authenticity of
the videos could not be independ-
ently verified.

“The BJP knows thatitis going
to lose in Falta assembly by
around two lakh votes and hence
they are trying to find an exit
route...” said TMC spokesperson
Arup Chakraborty.

West Bengal CEO Manoj Agar-
wal said a repoll will be ordered
only after the authorities get
reports on allegations of tamper-
ing with EVMs using tapes or blot
of ink. "We will review the com-
plaints regarding the fixing of
black or white tapes on EVMSs and
then consider whether repolling is
required or not,” Agarwal said.

Meanwhile, tension flared in
Bhabanipur. Tension escalated
when some BJP supporters raised
“Joy Shree Ram” slogans on seeing
Adhikari. TMC supporters
responded with “Joy Bangla” slo-
gans.

Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jeealleged atrocities by the police
on TMC leaders and workers.
“Police officers from other states
have been posted as police observ-
ers in West Bengal. They resorted
to atrocities last night targeting
our leaders and workers.”
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EC to retain 700
CAPF companies

till furthe (_)rders

Prawesh Lama
letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has decided
to retain around 700 companies of
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) in West Bengal until fur-
ther orders, officials said on
Wednesday, even as the ruling Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) criticised
the massive deployment of central
forces personnel for the assembly
polls in the eastern state.

Polling for the two-phased elec-
tions in West Bengal concluded on
Wednesday. The results will be
announced on May 4.

“After completion of poll today,
700 companies of CAPF shall con-
tinue to remain deployed in the
state for security arrangements
and law and order duties, till fur-
ther orders,” an ECI official said.

TMC MP Mahua Moitra shared
on X an unverified internal circu-
lar claiming that the forces were
being removed post polls and that
orderswere already issued, CRPF
director general GP Singh saidina
post on X: “As mentioned earlier,
500 companies of the CAPFs
would stay in West Bengal after
the polling till further orders.”

Ofthe 500 CAPF companies to
be retained, 200 will be of CRPF,
150 BSF, 50 CISF, 50 ITBP and 50
SSB, Singh said, citing a March 19
order. Each CAPF company com-
prises100-120 security personnel.

For the two-phased assembly
polls in West Bengal, EC had
deployed a significantly higher
number of CAPF companies —
2,550 in total — nearly three
times the 845 companies sent
during the 2021 assembly polls,
which were held in eight phases,
and the 800 companies in 2016
assembly polls, which were held
in six phases.

For the first time, the forces
had also brought armoured bul-
let-proof vehicles by road from
Chhattisgarh and Jammu and
Kashmir.

In another first, CAPFs had
opened a control room in the
state to monitor social media
contents and relay information
to quick action teams.

However, an officer, request-
ing anonymity, said: “The de-in-
duction for the rest of the com-
panies is starting from Thurs-
day. The first batches of forces to
return will be those who had
come from J&K and Manipur.
Many bullet-proof vehicles that

the forces brotiiht fromJ&Ktoo reason,” headded.
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CAPF personnel and police
disperseamobat WardNo. 77
under Bhabanipur Assembly
constituency on Wednesday. ani

are being taken back while some
will remain due to the law-and-
order situation there.”

The heightened security has
been attributed to a history of
poll-related violence in the east-
ern state, including fatalities
reported during the previous
assembly and panchayat elec-
tions.

There were at least 48 poll
related deaths reported during
the 2023 assembly polls, with
both the ruling TMC and opposi-
tion BJP accusing each other for
the violence.

On April 27, the last day of
campaigning for the second-
phase polls, Union minister
Amit Shah had said that central
forces would stay in the state for
60 days after the polls.

Speaking on the matter, retired
IAS officer KBS Sidhu, whowas a
former special chief secretary in
Punjab, said: “Post election, the
law and order becomes a state
subject. CAPFs function under the
administrative command of the
DM or the SP. If the new govern-
ment believes they have sufficient
forces then the large number of
forces stationed there won't have
any independent authority. They
will be confined to their barracks
with no work. CAPFs are always
brought to aid the civil authority.”

Former CEC SY Quraishi said:
“The MHA and EC always con-
sider the law-and-order situation
before deciding to retain such a
large force post polls. ECI is
legally right to decide to keep the
forces until a review later by who-
ever is in charge. In my opinion,
even after results day or the for-
mation of a new government, the
state government cannot and
should not withdraw the force
immediately without any valid
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KOLKATA/NEW DELHI: West Ben-
gal recorded a historic voter turn-
out in 2026 assembly elections
fuelled by large deletions under
the special intensive revision
(SIR), with women leading partic-
ipation and several Kolkata seats
witnessing unusually high polling
in the second and final phase on
Wednesday.

According to Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) data, the over-
all voter turnout in the polls stood
at 92.9% (till llpm on April 29),
including 92.59% in second phase
on Wednesday, The first phase,
held on April 23, saw voter turn-
out 0f93.19%, according to EC.

Female voter turnout stood at
a record 93.24% across both pha-
ses, surpassing male turnout of
91.74%. In Phase 1, female turnout
was 94.10% compared to 92.34%
among men. In Phase 2, women
again outnumbered men with a
turnout of 92.28% against 91.07%.

The second phase turnout of
92.59% is also the highest for
these 142 assembly constituencies
since at least 2011 assembly elec-
tions. In absolute terms, the turn-
out is around 63.3 million, also
the highest in the state’s history.
In 2021, the absolute turnout was
59.9 million.

The second phase turnout is
also the highest for any major
state in state or Lok Sabha elec-
tions. To be sure, West Bengal
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Record 92.59% turnout closes polls

Sporadic clashes, EVM
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also held the previous record
(before this election cycle). The
2011 state election in West Bengal
recorded a 84.72% turnout, the
highest for any major state. This
was surpassed by Assam, wherea
special revision of rolls was held,
in this election cycle, when it
recorded 85,38% turnout, and has
now been surpassed by West Ben-
gal again.

Kolkata emerged asa key focus
area in Phase 2, recording high
polling percentages without
reports of violence. Around 88%
voter turnout was recorded

across 11 assembly segments
under the Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration till 8 pm. The Kolkata
South Lok Sabha segment saw a
turnout of 87.59%, while Kolkata
North recorded 89.19%, both sig-
nificantly higher than the 2024
Lok Sabha figures of 72.30% and
63.67%, respectively. Key constit-
uencies such as Bhabanipur,
where chief minister Mamata
Banerjee is in the fray against
Bharatiya Janata Party's Suvendu
Adhikari, witnessed intense polit-
ical contests. Turnout in Bhabani-
pur stood at 86.74%. In 2021, this

was 61.79%. Around 50,000 peo-
ple were deleted in the seat.

Other constituencies recorded
similarly high participation,
including Entally (91.89%), Belia-
ghata (90.52%) and Manicktala
(90.05%).

In a first since coming to
power, Banerjee toured her con-
stituency for more than an hour
on Wednesday.“T have never seen
this sort of an election. The BSF's
duty is to secure the borders. But
they are capturing booths in the
districts. The media will soon
start showing survey reports,
Don't believe them. These are
done under directions from BJP.
We will win,” she said before cast-
ing her vote late in the afternoon.

Adhikari, on the other hand,
interpreted the record turnout as
an indicator of his victory. “An
85% turnout means I am winning.
If it crosses 90%, my margin will
set arecord,” he said while tour-
ing Bhabanipur.

The high turnout was
interpreted differently by
political parties, with the
TMC and BJP expressing
confidence. “As per our
internal assessment this
is completely a vote of
anger. The outsider vs
Bengalis identity war was
a main issue,” said a TMC
functionary. State BJP's
chief spokesperson Debjit Sarkar
said, “The massive turnout has
made it clear that people wantto
bid farewell to the TMC govern-
ment.”
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tampering reported
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KOLKATA: The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECT) on Wednesday
soughta report from poll authori-
ties in South 24 Parganas after
allegations surfaced that EVMsin
multiple booths of Falta assembly
constituency were tampered with
during the second phase of the
‘West Bengal assembly polls, while
sporadic clashes and tension were
reported from several constituen-
cies.

The BJP demanded a repoll in
Falta, alleging that TMC was
behind the tampering.

“In several polling booths, the
option to vote forthe BJP has been
blocked using a tape, effec-
tively preventing voters
from exercising their
choice. This is the
so-called ‘Diamond Har-
bour Model," the same
template that helped
Mamata  Banerjee's
nephew Abhishek Baner-
jee secure his Lok Sabha
seat. We demand an
immediate repoll in all
affected booths in Falta where
such incidents have occurred,”
BJP IT cell chief Amit Malviya
wrote on X.

In his post, Malviya uploaded

three videos in which the EVM of
Part 170 (Harindanga High School)
was purportedly seen to have been
compromised. The authenticity of
the videos could not be independ-
ently verified.

“The BJP knows thatitis going
to lose in Falta assembly by
around two lakh votes and hence
they are trying to find an exit
route...” said TMC spokesperson
ArupChakraborty.

West Bengal CEO Manoj Agar-
wal said a repoll will be ordered
only after the authorities get
reports on allegations of tamper-
ing with EVMs using tapes or blot
of ink. "We will review the com-
plaints regarding the fixing of
black or white tapes on EVMs and
then consider whether repolling is
required or not,” Agarwal said.

Meanwhile, tension flared in
Bhabanipur. Tension escalated
when some BJP supporters raised
“Joy Shree Ram” slogans on seeing
Adhikari. TMC supporters
responded with “Joy Bangla” slo-
gans.

Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee alleged atrocities by the police
on TMC leaders and workers.
“Police officers from other states
have been posted as police observ-
ers in West Bengal. They resorted
to atrocities last night targeting
our leaders and workers.”
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NEW DELHI : The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) is headed for a
historic victory in West Bengal
and a third consecutive termin
Assam, the Congress-led United
Democratic Front is set to win
power in Kerala, and the Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
might beat anti-incumbency
and retain Tamil Nadu, a clutch
of exit polls predicted on
Wednesday.

In West Bengal, the largest
and most important of the five
regions that went to the pollsin
this cycle, a majority of exit
polls forecast that the BJP will
achieve a slender majority in
the 294-member assembly,
beating the Trinamool Congress
(TMC). But two majoragencies
did not put out their predictions
for the eastern state where turn-
outs broke previous records,
fuelled by large-scale deletions
under the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR).

In Tamil Nadu, all but one
exit poll predicted that the
DMK:-led alliance might achieve
a majority in the 234-member
assembly. AxisMylndia pre-
dicted that actor-turned-politi-
cian Vijay could pip both Dra-
vidian majors and end up as the
single-largest party —even geta
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majority — in what could be
Tamil Nadu's first genuinely
three-cornered contest in a gen-
eration, with the complete col-
lapse of the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK).
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In Puducherry, all exit polls
predicted that the National
Democratic Alliance was set for
victory.

The votes will be counted on
Monday.

To be sure, exit polls are not

always accurate and have often
got the verdict wrong in earlier
elections, especially when
diverse populations, castes and
communities are at play. In
2021, most exit polls put out

continued on 15
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Exit polls predict BJP edge in
Bengal, DMK to keep TN hold

All agencies forecast
victory for UDF in
Kerala; one gives
TVK surprise TN win
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NEW DELHI : The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) is headed for a
historic victory in West Bengal
and a third consecutive term in
Assam, the Congress-led United
Democratic Front is set to win
power in Kerala, and the Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
might beat anti-incumbency
and retain Tamil Nadu, a clutch
of exit polls predicted on
Wednesday.

In West Bengal, the largest
and most important of the five
regions that went to the polls in
this cycle, a majority of exit
polls forecast that the BJP will
achieve a slender majority in
the 294-member assembly,
beating the Trinamool Congress
(TMC). But two majoragencies
did not put out their predictions
for the eastern state where turn-
outs broke previous records,
fuelled by large-scale deletions
under the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR).

In Tamil Nadu, all but one
exit poll predicted that the
DMK-led alliance might achieve
a majority in the 234-member
assembly. AxisMylndia pre-
dicted that actor-turned-politi-
cian Vijay could pip both Dra-
vidian majors and end up as the
single-largest party —even geta
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majority — in what could be
Tamil Nadu's first genuinely
three-cornered contest in a gen-
eration, with the complete col-
lapse of the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(ATADMK).
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BENGAL RECORDS
HIGHEST EVER

TURNOUT OF 93%
ACROSS 2 PHASES

In Puducherry, all exit polls
predicted that the National
Democratic Alliance was set for

always accurate and have often
got the verdict wrong in earlier
elections, especially when

victory. diverse populations, castes and
The votes will be counted on  communities are at play. In
Monday. 2021, most exit polls put out

To be sure, exit polls are not
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KOLKATA/NEW DELHI: West
Bengal recorded a historic
turnout in the 2026 assembly
elections, with overall polling
touching 92.9% till late Tuesday
night, according to Election
Commission data. Phase 1, held
on April 23, saw turnout of
93.19%, while the second and
final phase on Wednesday
recorded 92.59%.

The turnout marks the high-
est in West Bengal's history in
absolute terms, with around
63.2 million votes cast com-
pared with 59.6 million in 2021.
It also surpassed the previous
high of 84.72% recorded in the
2011 assembly polls.

Kolkata emerged as a key
focus area in Phase 2, register-
ing heavy polling without
reports of violence.

Around 88% turnout was
recorded across 11 assembly
segments under the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation. Kolk-
ata South saw turnout of
87.59%, while Kolkata North
recorded 89.19%.

Bhabanipur, where Mamata
Banerjee is contesting against
Suvendu Adhikari, recorded
86.74% polling, up from 61.79%
in 2021. P8
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Bengal votes, verdict awaits as TMC supremo faces BJP's challenger in crucial final phase

Will defeat Mamata Banerjee by more
than 20,000 votes: Suvendu Adhikari

First India Bureau
Bhabanipur

After exit polls predicted
a clear majority for the
BJP in West Bengal, Suv-
endu  Adhikari  on
Wednesday said he will
defeat Mamata Banerjee
by more than 20,000
votes. BJP candidate
Adbhikari said that Hindu
voters voted openly for
the first time and he hoped
they voted for change.
“Mamata spent the en-
tire day trying to intimi-
date the central forces.
She attempted to inter-
vene in the Gujarati-Mar-
warl voting area with
goons. | will win Bha-
wanipur by over 20,000
votes. 1 will lead in 7 of
the 8 wards, and Mamata
will lead in one. The BJP
will win in more than 180
seats. It will remain above
that. A BJP government
will be formed,” he said.
After voting, Mamata
alleged “atrocities” and
“capture” of polling
booths by central police
forces, while, BIP’s
Adhikari, chanted the
religio-political slogans
“Jai Sri Ram" and “Hin-
du-Hindu, bhai-bhai”.

west Bengal (M and TMC candidate Mamata Banerjee, visits a
polling station in Bhabanipur, in Kolkata, wWednesday.

and Assam, but we will also form
govermnments in West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu. We'll increase our vote share and
have more seats or open our account in Kerala in
abigger way in this election.
—PIYUSH GOYAL, union mMinisTeR

‘ We will, of course, retain Puduchemy

fixing of black or white tapes on
EVMs and then consider whether
repolling is required or not. If a large number of

‘ We will review the complaints of

booths in any constituency report such
instances, then repoliing may be conducted.
~MANOJ AGARWAL, wEST BENGAL CHIEF FLECTORAL OFFICER

What is happening is not at all free
and fair polls. Central forces are
supposed to guard the country's
borders, but instead they are working for a
particular party. Never seen this type of
demoaacy. it is brutalising the demodacy.
~MAMATA BANERJEE, wesT BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER

21 PTI

VIOLENCE SHOWS TMC'S

"GOONISM’: MALIWAL
% BJP Rajya Sabha
. MP Swati Maliwal
on Wednesday
launched a sharp attack on
the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) over alleged violence
during the elections. Accus-
ing the ruling TMC of foster-
ing a culture of intimidation,
she added, "Because of this
TMC'’s goonism that is seen
on the ground, the BJP is
coming to power in Bengal."

PEOPLE WILL THROW OUT
TMC: RAPE VICTIM'S MUM

Py RG Kar rape
-~ 4 victim’'s mother and
BJP candidate from

Panihati, Ratna Debnath,
said on Wednesday that
people will uproot and throw
out the ruling
Trinamool
Congress :
when the elec- |
tionresuts are &7
announced on May 4. She
also said that our female
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee herself insults
women. Women's safety is
the top priority everywhere.

® TMC MPs allege cen-
tral forces baton-charged
civilians outside polling
booth in Bengal

® RG Kar rape-murder
victim's mother faces
TMC protests for ‘influ-
encing voters' in booth,
says women's safety top
priority and people will
throw out TMC

@ Bengal poll battle
turns volatile in Hooghly:
Voter lists torn, booth

camps vandalised, cen-
tral forces driven away

@ Parallel central force

MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS ON BENGAL POLLS

structure in Bengal,
officials under pressure:
Akhilesh Yadav

@ Farooq Abdullah
criticises EC's handling
of WB polls; asks are
Bengalis not trusted

® Reports of bomb at
poll booth in Purba Bard-
haman; NIA team on spot

@ Women voters as-
saulted in Bhabanipur
constituency: Mamata

@ TMC workers sur-
round Suvendu, BJP can-
didate's car vandalized

PUBLIC WILL NOT FORGIVE TMC: ANURAG THAKUR

Bhubaneswar: BJP MP Anurag Thakur on Wednes-

- 2 day slammed Trinamool Congress for alleged

misrule in West Bengal, asserting that the public

has “overwhelmingly” supported the BJP in the assembly
elections. Speaking with the media, Thakur accused TMC of
creating “Jungle Raj" in West Bengal, adding that the public
wants change. “The public will not forgive them (TMC) far
their misrule; they don't want Jungle Raj, illegal infiltration,
atrocities against women and unemployment...People have
voted overwhelmingly in support of the BJP,” he said. His
remarks come as the final phase of polling for the high-oc-
tane West Bengal assembly elections concluded at 6 PM on
Wednesday, with voter turnout hitting remarkable numbers.

FROM SETS T0 BOOTHS, STAR-STUDDED VOTING IN PHASE 2

Subhashree Ganguly

~

Sohini Sarkar
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BJP POISED FOR POWER INWB! =

ASSEMBLY ELECTION EXIT POLL 2026

Seats 126 TEI;ELM

® Six of the seven exit polls indicate BJP @ 77 EVM tampering cases have been ® Reports indicate voter lists torn, central i::':‘:dh g :i_:: i:
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Following the conclu-
sion of voting across 294

Bengal's Howrah district
on Wednesday after being

seats in Bengal, various assaulted by personnel of ; : 7 i 7
polling agenct;es released the Central Reserve Police !mslmr — i s e
data indicating that the Force (CRPF). Meanwhile, Matrize 122-132 87-100 10-2
BIP is likely to secure a — Y 3 PMARO 125-145 65-85 16-26
second consecutive term W8 CM & TMC candidate from Bhabanipur, A security personnel assists an elderly woman during voting in 2nd and final phase of e 7595 128-47 815
in Assam and potentially ~Mamata Banerjee fiashes a victory sign. the west Bengal Assembly elections, at 3 poiling station in Howrah, on wednesday.
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The highest

2, said CEO MK Agarwal.



STIR IN RAJASTHAN OVER
UPCOMING RS ELECTIONS

olitical activity has intensified in

Rajasthan regarding the upcom-

ing Rajya Sabha elections, likely to
be held in June for three seats. Speculation
that the BJP may field a woman candidate
for one seat has increased internal move-
ment. Women leaders have stepped up
lobbying, with frequent visits between Delhi
and Jaipur. Several prominent names have
already staked their claim and are forwarding
their profiles to the leadership.



